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Care of your pet’s bandage

............................ has been discharged with a bandage as a necessary part of their  treatment.

Care of the bandage: Keep the bandage clean and dry. We can arrange a Mikki Boot if appropriate for use whilst exercising outside. Ensure your pet does not urinate on the bandage whilst toileting. Remove any boot / covering as soon as you return home.

Exercise: Avoid too much too soon. Give lead exercise only, giving only enough time for them to relieve themselves. This gives the wound time to heal. Do not let them attempt stairs, jumping up, jogging or rough play.

Check for smell: If the bandage starts to smell this is likely because it has become wet. This may be due to surface water or excess discharge from the wound.

Check for swelling: Swelling may be due to accumulation of excess discharge or if the bandage is too tight or has moved.

If either of the above happens it may start to cause discomfort and your pet will be more likely to chew the bandage. It may also delay the healing of the wound or increase the risk of infection. Therefore it is important that you call the surgery for advice and arrange to have the bandage checked or changed. Should your pet show any signs of depression, lethargy or reduced appetite this may be a sign that the bandage is causing them discomfort.

Prevent chewing: Some patients may be discharged with an Elizabethan collar to prevent bandage chewing. If not, and you think your pet is likely to chew the bandage then please ask us to arrange one.

Any additional information:

Next appointment:

Your next appointment is on ………..................................... with the vet / nurse.
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